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The 2015 Civic Foreign Visit to Florence, Pisa and 
Siena started early on Thursday 19 March. Over 

70 Members virtually took over Flight BA0604 to 
Pisa. Arriving on time and with Customs cleared, 
mini buses transported everyone to Florence 
and the two Lungarno Collection Hotels, 
facing each other across a small square, just 
a very short walk from the Ponte Vecchio 
Bridge.

With just enough time to unpack it was 
off to the British Institute for a fascinating 
talk about the Medici Family, given by Dr 
Lisa Kaborycha, followed by a Tuscan style 

         THE GRAND TOUR –
FLORENCE, PISA AND SIENA 

PRODUCED BY MANOR GROUP, EASTBOURNE

Members in the Palazzo Vecchio in Florence

The Lord Mayor of Westminster with the Mayors of Siena 
and Wandsworth
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2015 FOREIGN 
CIVIC VISIT CONT.. 
Reception hosted by the Director, Julia 
Race. Then on to the Lungarno Bistro 
Restaurant for dinner.

Friday 20 March: After an early start to 
meet our guides, we set off on the first 
part of a walking tour of Florence, which 
included a visit to the Accademia Gallery to 
see Michelangelo’s famous ‘David’ Statue. 
Moving on the Palazzo Medici Riccardo 
where the Mayor of Florence, Snr Dario 
Nardella, greeted everyone and gave a short 
presentation about Florence. The walking 
tour then continued to the Cappella dei 
Magi and the Museum of the Palazzo 
Vecchio. The morning concluded with a 
welcome buffet lunch at the Golden View 
Open Restaurant where the stunning views 
of the Ponte Vecchio Bridge were much 
enjoyed, appreciated and photographed.  

Off walking again to the Duomo, the 
Cathedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore, 
the main church in Florence and which 

Brian and 
Lynda 
Schama  

Cllr Lisa Rutter wih her husband Mark and 
their son Nicholas in Pisa

Christopher and Celia Hodges outside our Hotel

Bob Skelly greeted on his arrival 
at Villa di Geggiano Siena

Cllr Frances Stanton in the Villa Di Geggiano

Dennis and 
Carolyn Doe with  
Michaelangelo’s  
David
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Rosie Daniels in Villa Di Geggiano Bob Bone and his daughter Lizzie
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dominates the main square. Free time before 
setting off for dinner was spent wandering 
along the Ponte Vecchio Bridge, bargaining 
in the market for leather and silk goods, 
buying chocolates or just relaxing with a 
‘gelato’ – delicious Italian ice cream. Dinner 
was served at the Buca Mario Restaurant 
situated  in caves originally used to store 
salted and cut meats and fine wines.  

Saturday 21 March: Another early start  to 
walk to the Uffizi Gallery, built in 1560 

for Cosimo l de’ Medici as offices for the 
Magistrates of Florence. The Museum now 
displays an extensive and historic exhibition 
of works of art by Botticelli, Leonardo, 
Michelangelo, Raphael and Titian.  

We then boarded two coaches for an 
hour’s drive to Siena, a medieval city and 
UNESCO World Heritage site. The first 
stop, was located just outside Siena at the 
16th Century Ville di Geggiano, the family 

Cllrs David Harvey and Robert Davis

Members arrive at the Villa di Geggiano

Cllr Michael Markham and his wife 
Rosemary in the Uffizi

Cllr Michael Tickner and Dr Sarah Dalton in 
Villa Di Geggiano

Felicity Banks and the Birth of Venus

Cllr Frances Stanton in the Villa Di Geggiano

Bob and 
Wenda Belam
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2015 FOREIGN 
CIVIC VISIT CONT.. 

home and winery of the Bianchi Bandinelli 
family where a beautiful buffet lunch was 
waiting to be enjoyed along with excellent 
wines to be tasted. After lunch the present 
family descendant and owner of the estate 
took everyone on a guided tour of the 
house which still boasts many of its original 
decorations, frescoes and furniture – and 
still does not have central heating.   

Leaving the Winery, the focus of the 
afternoon was the centre of Siena with visits 
to the Piazzo Il Campo made famous by its 
Horse Race – even today women cannot 
ride in this race. The market square was 
set up for a chocolate pre-Easter market 
(no time to look or buy). The Museum of 
Santa Maria della Scala and the Cathedral 
were the highlights of the Siena walking 

Cllr Lisa Rutter and her husband Mark

Cllrs David and 
Angela Harvey

Graham and Margaret Holland 
outside the Florence Duomo

Signor Bandelli and members at the Villa di Geggiano

Members take a rest from sightseeing

Ronnie Barden and Jila White in Pisa
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Hon Ald Beryl Jeffery and Marion Garrett in the  
British Institute in Florence

John and Patricia Clark on the Ponte Vecchio

Cllrs Jim Madden and Leslie McDonnell  
in the Florence Council Chamber

Graham Holland and Rosie Daniels

Graham and Margaret Holland 
outside the Forence Duomo

Signor Bandelli and members at the Villa di Geggiano

Members take a rest from sightseeing

Dawn Somper and the Lord Mayor of Westminster in 
front of the Ponte Vecchio

Lord (Monroe) Palmer and his wife Susette (Lady Palmer)   John and Carol Eastaugh in the Uffizi

Patricia Clark in the Uffizi
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2015 FOREIGN 
CIVIC VISIT CONT..  

The Mayor of Siena and Patricia Ann Payne The Mayor of Siena with the Chairman of Lewisham Council and the 
Mayor of Wandsworth

tour before being received by the Mayor 
of the Municipality of Siena, Mr Bruno 
Valentini. After a short welcome by 
the Mayor,  traditional Siena preserved 
meats and wine were served while the 
Mayor escorted his guests around his 
magnificent offices and reception rooms 
decorated in their original 16th and 
17th Century frescoes. Arriving back in 
Florence, dinner was served in the Cucinia 

Torcicoda Restaurant overlooking the 
Basilica of Santa Croce.

Sunday 22 March: Packed and ready to go 
home and saying ‘goodbye’ to Florence,  
the mini buses returned everyone to Pisa 
to be welcomed by the Mayor of Pisa, 
Mr Marco Filippeschi in the Palazzo dei 
Dodici. After seeing a delightful short film 
about Piza, the Mayor and his Deputy 

The Mayor of Pisa welcomes the LMA to his City

The Mayor of Florence and Cllr Oonagh MoultonThe Mayor of Florence with Cllr Jean Lammiman,  
the Chairman of Lewisham Council and the Mayor of Wandsworth

Tony Kerslake and Veronica 
Barkey with friend



The Mayor of Siena with the Chairman of Lewisham Council and the 
Mayor of Wandsworth

Sean Brennan and his daughter Ciar in Pisa

David Payne celebrates his 
Birthday

Brian and Lynda Schama Alice Enskat and Helen Watson 
in the Palazzo Medici Riccardo

The Mayor of Florence and Cllr Oonagh Moulton
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gave short presentations. A guided walking 
tour followed to include the Piazza dei 
Cavaliere, the City’s second main square 
before arriving in the Piazza dei Miracoli, 
recognised as an important centre for 
medieval art, and where the beautiful 
Baptistry and Cathedral stand alongside 
one of the most famous Architectural 
complexes in the world – the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa – which has amazed and 

amused generations of visitors. (But no time 
to climb it)  

Having been welcomed by the Mayors of 
the three cities visited and at the British 
Institute, and well versed in fine art and 
frescoes, beautiful architecture and grand 
piazzas, well fed with Italian dishes but 
feeling fitter and healthier with all the 
walking, the 2015 Civic Visit concluded 

Michael and  
Janet Lewis in Pisa

Anthony and Myfanwy Wallace  
in the Palazzo Medici Riccardo

Cllr Frances Stanton with three of the Mayors of the Florence 
borough councils

Cllr Jeanne Alexander and 
Rosemary Markham in the Uffizi

The Mayor of Siena 
and Cllr Robert Davis
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Cllr Michael Tickner and  
Dr Sarah Dalton

Cllr Paul Lynch in Villa Di Geggiano

The Lord Mayor of Westminster and 
Helen Watson in Pisa

 John Clark in the Uffizi

with an excellent buffet lunch served in 
the restaurant at the Grand Hotel dei 
Duomo, before departing to the airport 
and the flight to Heathrow and home.

This Civic Visit was only possible due 
to the hard work of Bob and Gerri 
Bone and their daughter Lizzie and 
Bob’s PA Theresa Davis, who  made all 
the arrangements before the visit. Bob 
and Lizzie kept everyone together and 
in the right place and right time in each 
destination. 

Cllr Tony Ramsey and David Payne 
and Botticelli’s Birth of Venus

Hon Ald Eleri Ebenezer and  
Rosie Daniels and the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa

Cllr Wendy Brice Thompson and 
Cllr Frederick Thompson

Cllrs Tony Ramsey and 
Jeanne Alexander with 
Michaelangelo’s David

Richard Bailey in PisaStanley Martin in 
the Uffizi
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Cllr Michael Tickner and  
Dr Sarah Dalton

Celia Hodges and Carol Eastaugh

Cllr Paul Lynch in Villa Di Geggiano

Michael and Alice Enskat in Pisa

The Mayor of Pisa with the Chairman of Lewisham Council the 
Lord Mayor of Westminster and the Mayor of Wandsworth

Cllrs David 
and Angela 
Harvey off 
to explore 
Florence 9

Cllr Tony Ramsey and David Payne 
and Botticelli’s Birth of Venus

Cllr Michael 
and Mrs 
Rosemary 
Markham at 
the Uffizi

Cllr Oonagh Moulton in Siena Marion Garrett in 
the Uffizi

Wenda Belam, the Chair of Lewisham Council and his wife Sandra
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His Excellency, Mr Pasquale Terraccian, 
the Italian Ambassador at the Court 

of St James, with his wife, kindly hosted a  
reception for all the members joining the 
March Civic Visit to Florence.          

The Ambassador’s Residence in Grosvenor 
Square where the Reception was held, can 
only be described as a luxurious palazzo, 
interesting and historic which must be a joy 
to both live and entertain in.  

In his speech to members the Ambassador 
spoke about the delights of Florence, Siena 
and Pisa that those going on the Civic Visit 
would be experiencing during their stay 
in Italy.  The Ambassador however also 
confessed to his love of London.  

The Reception was a great overture to 
the forthcoming civic visit allowing those 
travelling to Florence to meet each other.  
It also enabled Bob and Geri Bone, the visit 
organisers to distribute airline tickets and 
the itinerary to those attending.

Cllr Paul Lynch and Dennis Doe

A LITTLE BIT OF 
ITALY IN LONDON

Anthony and Myfanwy Wallace

Hon Ald Bery Jeffery and Dawn Somper

Hon Ald Eleri Ebenezer, Claire Crowe and Rosie Daniels

Michael Enskat and Cllr Paul Lynch
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Celia and Christopher Hodges

The Mayor and Mayoress of Wandsworth

Members listening to the speeches

Lord and Lady 
Palmer

Marion 
Garrett and 
Carolyn Doe

The Mayor and Mayoress of Redbridge and Brian Schama
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Speaker of Tower Hamlets

Who could resist the 
‘Bond in Motion’ 

Exhibition combined with 
the promise of a former Bond 
Girl herself, Joanna Lumley, 
as the guest speaker. And so 
it was that the 2014 AGM 
was held for the second year 
in the London Film Museum 
in Covent Garden, with 
kind permission from its 
proprietor Jonathan Sands.  

The business of the day 
was not too prolonged with 
Cllr Robert Davis DL being 
re-elected Chairman and 
Ronnie Barden re-elected 
as Vice Chairman. The 
Lord Mayor of Westminster 
presided at the AGM and 
introduced Joanna Lumley 
to talk about her proposed 
Garden Bridge across the 
Thames which she was 
championing to bring 
brightness and beauty to 
that part of London.

Following Joanna’s 
presentation guests visited 
the 007 shop to purchase 
James Bond souvenirs; 
toured the Exhibition 
admiring all the different 
and amazing James Bond 
cars and vehicles; dressing 
as James Bond to have 
photographs taken in the 
familiar 007 gun pointing 
hand gesture.   

Joanna Lumley stayed 
throughout to talk to guests 
and to  have her photo taken 
– more than numerous times.   

Thanks go to the staff at the 
London Film Museum and to 
Jenny Bianco and her staff for 
preparing the refreshments 
and for wending their way 
around the cars in search of 
guests to serve the drinks and 
canapés.   

Hon Ald Frances Blois and the 
Lord Mayor of Westminster

Joe Trotter and Joanna Lumley

SHAKEN BUT NOT STIRRED – BOND IN MOTION

Miss Carole Franco
Patricia Clark and 
Rosie Daniels
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The Mayor of Southwark, Joanna Lumley and the 
Chairman of Lewisham Council

The Chairman of Lewisham 
and Mayor of Kingston

SHAKEN BUT NOT STIRRED – BOND IN MOTION

The Mayor of Kensington & 
Chelsea and the  
Lord Mayor of Westminster

Cllr Bryan Collier, Alan Dobbie and Joanna Lumley

Mrs Rosemarie Barden and Mrs Lurline Champagnie

Ronnie Barden and Jila White The Mayor of Barnet

Tony Kerslake

13The Mayor of Wandsworth, Joanna Lumley and Gorden Passmore



SHAKEN BUT NOT 
STIRRED CONT..
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Cllr Edith Macauley and the 
Mayor of Merton and her 
consort

Cllr Robert Davis and Joanna Lumley

Mrs Patricia Payne

Mr and Mrs Michael Enskat

Mrs Sandra Adefiranye and Mrs Lynda Schama

The Mayor of Kensington & Chelsea and Munna Husband

Mr and Mrs Dennis Doe



SHAKEN BUT NOT 
STIRRED CONT..

Members in the AuditoriumThe Mayor of Richmond Upon Thames

Sue and Tony PolydorouThe Chair of Lewisham Council

It was a great privilege to be invited by 
the Director of the Royal Opera House 

Alex Beard  to a VIP behind the scene 
tour of backstage of  the Royal Opera 
House.  The visit included a tour of the 
vast auditorium  as well as a walk around 
back stage, the ‘inner sanctum’ where a vast 
array of various rooms and vast cupboards 
where those working keep the Opera House 
alive and fully functional – practice rooms, 
rehearsal rooms, costume making and 
fitting, scenery design, make-up and so on.  
Who would have thought that altogether 
with management, administration, box 
office and house staff some 900 very special 
people are employed.  

INSIDE THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE

After the most interesting tour conducted by 
excellent and well versed guides and being 
stunned by the enormity of the Opera House 
operation a most beautifully prepared and 
served lunch was much enjoyed in the 
restaurant.  

The LMA is most grateful to the staff at the 
Royal Opera House for agreeing to 
the visit and making 
it so enjoyable and 
interesting.  

Michael and Rosemary Markham
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Sean Brennan and 
his daughter Ciar



DICK WHITTINGTON’S CAT TO MANSION HOUSE
Sunday 1st March – it could have been 
snowing but the London Borough Mayors 
dressed as usual in Robes and Chains once 
again did their magic and walked through 
the streets of Hackney and Islington into 
the City in brilliant sunshine.
 
Led by the Lord Mayor of London, 
Alderman Alan Yarrow,  accompanied by 
his Lady Mayoress and their dog as well 

as a Police escort, the Mayoral 
procession walked through the 
streets of London, as always, 
attracting a great deal of 

attention and curiosity. Being 
stopped to be asked 
‘what is this about’ or 
‘what are you doing’ 
was quite common 
along the way.

The Lord Mayor  of London 
prepares for the walk with a 
cup of tea

The Mayor of Waltham Forest receives his certificate 
from the Lord Mayor of London
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The Walk goes on



DICK WHITTINGTON’S CAT TO MANSION HOUSE

A brief stop for refreshments at 
Islington Town Hall gave everyone the 
encouragement to continue for the next 
couple of miles to the Mansion House 
where a very pleasant and well-earned sit 
down curry lunch was enjoyed.

The walkers were joined half way and 
accompanied to Mansion House by 
the Green Hackle Pipe Band.
  

The Green Hackle Pipe Band join the Mayors at Islington

The Mayor and 
Mayoress of Bexley 
receive their certificate 
from the Lord Mayor of 
London and the Lord 
Mayor of Westminster 
Locum Tenens

Left: The Mayor of Islington 
welcomes the walkers

Below: Cllr Robert Davis as  
Lord Mayor of Westminster  
Locum Tenens addresses  
the Mayors

Setting off from the Whittington Hospital
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Thanks are due to Graham and Margaret 
Holland for organising the event, to the 
staff at Islington Town Hall for the mid 
walk refreshments, to the Mansion House 
for preparing and serving the lunch, to 
the Metropolitan and City Police, with 
their horses, for their careful and diligent 
escorting, and stopping the traffic at 
busy junctions; to Camilla Greenwell for 
her photographs, (now on the website), 
and of course to the Pipe Band helping 
everyone on their way.

The Chairman of Lewisham Council and his wife SandraThe Mayors entering the City

The Mayors of Kingston and Sutton

Walk organiser Graham Holland and the City Police 
mounted escort

THE DICK WHITTINGTON WALK CONT..



Waiting for lunch at Mansion House

The Chairman of Lewisham Council and his wife Sandra

The Mayors of Kingston and Sutton

THE DICK WHITTINGTON WALK CONT..
The Mayor of 
Merton taking a 
well earned rest at 
Mansion House
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The Mayors of Ealing and Southwark

The Mayor of Haringey and her consort at Mansion House



THE DICK WHITTINGTON WALK CONT..

The Mayor and Mayoress of 
Croydon at Mansion House

The Mayors touch Dick Whittingtons cat for luck

The Mayors head for Mansion House – and its all down hill The walk continues20



THE DICK WHITTINGTON WALK CONT..

Walking through Islington

The Mayors face the Alfred Hitchcock Statue

The walk continues 21



LNYDP – 30 MAGICAL YEARS

Parade Casts a Spell on London 
and the World

It’s arguably the most magical moment in any Mayoral year 
– parading before vast crowds packing the streets of the city
we love – seeing the pride of your borough perform on the 
perfect platform and giving the World a wave.

And the 30th Anniversary of London’s New Year’s Day 
Parade is going to be even more magical  
than ever.

The forthcoming theme – LNYDP – 30 Magical Years 
– is a fitting tribute to the event, and those that make it
happen, that has cast its spell on London and the World.

And with a street audience of 500,000 and the entire 
event live on TV in the UK and abroad, your efforts will 
be truly appreciated.

Yes its true, drum roll, the street spectacular has finally left 
the terrific 20’s and is embarking on the fabulous 30’s! 

LNYDP – 30 MAGICAL YEARS
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LNYDP – 30 MAGICAL YEARS

 
Organisers, Destination Events, are looking for 
entries that will fill the audience with wonder  
and amazement! Here are a few ideas to get  
you started ...
 
•   This year you can WALK the parade route 

performing street magic with magic wands and 
cards to really pull your entry out of the hat, 
maybe even with some rabbits! Abracadabra!

OR
•   You can chose to RIDE the Parade route on 

your very own magical unicorn or you might 
prefer a super duper bike just like ET’s!

OR
•   Why not DRIVE the Parade route in a magical 

weird and wacky car like Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang, or the lightening quick Lightening 
McQueen or the time travelling Delorian in 
Back to The Future!

OR
•   You might even like to FLY the Parade route 

on a magic carpet just like Aladdin, or be even 
more adventurous and take to the skies on a 
Hippogriff, or simply fly up, up and away with 
a Mary Poppins umbrella.

OR
•   For those of you keener on water than land, 

you could SWIM and make a splash along the 
parade route in the form of a Mermaid or  
even the famous and regularly sighted Loch 
Ness Monster.

OR
•   If you are not feeling inspired yet, you can think 

of Narnia and lions, witches and wardrobes, 
Alice in Wonderland with the Cheshire cat 
and eat me, drink me! Maybe Peter Pan and 
Tinkerbell are more for you, or Cindarella and 
its pumpkin, or the Wizard of Oz and the red 
slippers. Don’t forget Greek mythology too, you 
can go the route of helmets of invisibility and 
magical tablecloths, not to mention all of the 
weird and wonderful Minotaurs, Centaurs  
and other Mystical creatures. Or perhaps 
fairytales with their talking animals, elves, 
fairies and giants ...

Music and dance groups shouldn’t forget all the 
magical music out there, It really could be ‘a kind  
of magic!’
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Magical (adjective) meaning:
1. relating to, using, or resembling magic;
2. beautiful or delightful in a way that seems removed from everyday life.



LNYDP – 30 MAGICAL YEARS

The magical choices  
are all yours!
Just to whet your appetite take a look at the boroughs 
that competed for a large cash prize pot for their 
respective mayoral charities with entries reflecting the 
parade theme ‘London on the Move’.

The entries were marked out of 100 according 
to the following criteria: relevance to the theme; 
entertainment value; visual impact; effort value and 
adherence to the parade rules. 

The fiercely competitive competition was judged 
by the Ambassadors of Argentina, Italy and Chile 
and the High Commissioners of New Zealand and 
Singapore, headed by Parade Patron Roger Bramble, 
DL. Judges voted Enfield’s entry – (Recycle) Under 
Your Own Steam’ featuring giant figures created 
from recycled parts by Art Start into 1st place earning 
£7,500 for the mayoral charity. Merton’s unique entry 

cleverly recreating commuters getting on and off of 
London’s busses and tubes, impressed the judges 
coming a close 2nd and winning £6,000. 3rd place 
was joint between Hillingdon’s entry ‘Next stop….
Hillingdon!’ led by Jam 2000 and Havering’s entry 
‘Havering on Track to the Future’; a community 
project based entry built in an eco-friendly way and 
now being recycled into a children’s toy for a local 
primary school. In 4th place were last year’s winners, 
Westminster, with their entry ‘Barnum and Bailey 
come to Westminster’, featuring the Sylvia Young 
Theatre School and a number of Councillors led by 
Cllr. Robert Davis. Harrow came 5th winning £3,000 
with their entry ‘Harrow on the Move’. Enfield, 
Ealing, Sutton, Croydon and Haringey all won special 
awards of £2,000, whilst LNYDP gave  
special organisers awards to Barking and 
Dagenham and Lewisham.

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND TO 

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST CONTACT:

LIZZIE BONE, Lizzie@lnydp.com
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Hillingdon



LNYDP – 30 MAGICAL YEARS

Enfield
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Westminster

Havering

Merton



CIVIC PRIDEANNUAL CIVIC SERVICE 
The magical scene of the London 

Borough Mayors dressed in Robes 
and Chains led by their Macebearer 
processing around Westminster Abbey 
and down the aisle to take their seats in 
the Quire is now very much a part of the 
London autumn scene.

By tradition, the Lessons were read 
by the Lord Mayor of Westminster,  
Cllr Audrey Lewis, President of the LMA 
and the Lord Lieutenant for Greater 
London Sir David Brewer. 

The Mayor of Haringey being robed and chained

The Mayors of Havering and Hillingdon process into the Abbey
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The Organist playing welcomed everyone 
in to the Abbey as they arrived. As always 
the Choir sang beautifully. The Service 
was led by the Dean of Westminster,  
John Hall and Canon Andrew Tremlett, 
Sub-Dean and Rector of St Margaret’s gave 
a most appropriate and interesting Sermon.  

At the conclusion of the Service the Mayors 
with their Mayoress’ and Consorts joined 
the Lord Lieutenant, the DL’s and guests 
at a friendly Reception held in the Great 
Hall of Westminster School at which the 
refreshments were prepared and served 
by Jenny Bianco and her staff. 

The Mayor of Southwark with the Lord Mayor of Westminster 
and her Consort

The Mayors during the service



CIVIC PRIDEANNUAL CIVIC SERVICE The Mayors in the Jerusalem Chamber

The Mayoral Maces

The Speaker of Tower Hamlets and the Mayor of Harrow with the Sub-Dean and their guests

Cllr Robert Davis, Chairman of 
the LMA gives a speech with the 
Lord Mayor of Westminster and 
the Dean
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The Dean welcomes the London Mayors and the London Mayors’ Association
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CIVIC PRIDE
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THE MAYORS OF 2014-15

The 2015 Civic Service in Westminster Abbey. 
The Mayors of the London Boroughs together with the Lord Lieutenant, the Dean and Sub-Dean of Westminster, 
the Chairman of the London Assembly and the Chairman of the London Mayors’ Association.
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CIVIC PRIDE

29

THE MAYORS OF 2014-15

Westminster Abbey Civic Service pictures by: 
picturepartnership.co.uk



CIVIC PRIDEANNUAL CIVIC SERVICE CONT..

The Dean and Chapter of Westminster Abbey

The Mayor of 
Brent checking 
the Wembley 
football results

The Mayors of 
Enfield and Ealing

The service begins

The Lord Mayor of Westminster leads the Mayors to the 
Reception in the Great Hall of Westminster School

The Mayors of Brent and Bromley

The Mayor and 
Mayoress of 
Greenwich with 
the Sub Dean
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CIVIC PRIDE

The Lord Mayor of Westminster reads the First Lesson

The procession of Mayors

The Lord Mayor of Westminster leads the Mayors to the 
Reception in the Great Hall of Westminster School
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His Excellency, Mr Péter Szabadhegy, 
the Hungarian Ambassador had not 

formally been appointed to the Court of St 
James prior to the Civic Visit to Hungary 
in March 2014. But having met all the 
members on the visit during the Mayor 
of Budapest’s Reception, he kindly invited 
everyone who travelled to Budapest with 
the LMA to his Embassy for a Reception in 
February 2015 together with all the current 
London Borough Mayors.

This was a highly successful and hugely 
enjoyable occasion at which His Excellency 
was pleased to meet everyone again, this time 
as the Ambassador and both the Embassy staff 
and LMA members renewed acquaintances 
from the previous occasion hosted by the 
Charge d’ Affaires.

RETURN TO BUDAPEST

Ronnie Barden, Jila White and Felicity Banks

Pat Creutzenberg with Alica and Michael Enskat

The Hungarian Ambassador 
with the Mayors of Kingston, 
Hounslow & Sutton and the 
Speaker of Tower Hamlets
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RETURN TO BUDAPEST

Josephine Barrett,  
Hon Ald Eleri Ebenezer, 
Helen Watson and 
Michael Gibson

Marie and Bryan Collier with Patricia Clark

Cllrs John Hinckley 
and Jean Lammiman 
with the Mayor 
and Mayoress of 
Wandsworth

The Ambassador and the Mayor of Southwark
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On a sunny Saturday morning in June 
2014,  the newly elected Mayors were 

invited to the annual London Mayors’ 
Association “Mayoral Teach In”..

Held in Westminster City Hall, a record 
number of newly installed first citizens 
and their consorts learnt all about being 
the Mayor of a London Boroughs, from 
members of the Association who used their 
own experience to explain about a variety 
of  issues from entertaining and what to 
wear; to mayoral charity fundraising and 
how to work with the Mayoral staff to 
ensure a successful year

Councillor Robert Davis DL a former Lord 
Mayor of Westminster and the Chairman 
of the London Mayors’ Association opened 
the day with an amusing speech about 
protocol.

The Mayors of Brent and Ealing

NEW MAYORS INDUCTION DAY 

A series of workshops and question and 
answer sessions proved very valuable to 
the Mayors who indicated how grateful 
they were to receive such advice early on 
in their year of office. 

Councillor Doreen Weatherhead was on 
hand to sell the new Mayors LMA insignia 
whilst the day was superbly organised 
by Lurline Champagnie with 
assistance from Ronnie Barden 
and a team of former Mayors.

Member Jenny Bianco then 
provided everyone who 
attended with a  superb 
lunch which allowed 
everyone to get to know 
each other on a more 
informal basis.



      

Left: The Mayor of 
Merton with the 
Mayor and Mayoress 
of Sutton listen 
intensely

Ronnie Barden 
and Sean Brennan 
chair one of the 
workshops
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Below: Sean Brennan  
and Lurline Champagnie 
lead the seminar session

Left: Lunch after the 
mornings induction 
seminars

The speaker of Tower Hamlets with the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Redbridge

NEW MAYORS INDUCTION DAY 



CIVIC PRIDE

Once again the chosen venue for the 
Dinner was the splendour of the 

Ballroom at the Corinthia Hotel. The 
high reaching floral displays created by 
‘By appointment only Design’ provided 
a stunning sweet smelling atmosphere as 
some 200  guests entered for dinner, while 
the simple posy arrangements at the foot 
of the displays were much appreciated by 
guests who took them home at the end of 
the evening. 

Guests enjoyed a pre-dinner reception after 
being greeted by the receiving line. Dinner 
was then called and members enjoyed an 
excellent three course dinner with wines.

The Speeches started with the Chairman 
giving a resume of events during the past 
year and in welcoming the invited guests.

We were privileged to have as guest of 
honour and after dinner speaker Lord Hall 
of Birkenhead (Tony Hall), Director General 
of the BBC accompanied by his wife The 
Lady Hall. Lord Hall addressed guests 
with a timely reminder of the purpose 
and objectives of the BBC as the national 
broadcaster both on TV and Radio.

The event was tinged with sadness in that 
Sir David Brewer was attending for the last 
time in his capacity as Lord Lieutenant for 
Greater London. During their respective 
speeches Cllr Robert Davis DL, Chairman 
and the President Cllr Audrey Lewis, Lord 
Mayor of the City of Westminster both 
thanked Sir David and Lady Brewer for 
their commitment to the LMA and both  
Sir David and Lady Brewer were presented 
with gifts in appreciation.  

Jamie Wallis was once again our loyal, 
effective and efficient toastmaster, Camilla 
Greenwell took all the photos now available 
to download on the website and Richard 
Yoris provided the audio system.  

The LMA is grateful for all the care and 
attention given to the function by the Events 
Team at the Corinthia led by Amanda 
Adley and the Chef and his kitchen staff. 
Thanks also go to By Appointment Only 
Design who provided the flowers.

Cllr Christabel Flight (then Lord Mayor of Westminster designate)

Lord (Tony) Hall the Director 
General of the BBC
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THE FLORAL DISPLAYS TOOK EVERYONE’S BREATH AWAY!!



CIVIC PRIDE

 The Lord Mayor of Westminster leads the top table in to dinner

The Ballroom in full splendour

Cllr Christabel Flight (then Lord Mayor of Westminster designate) 37

Cllr and Mrs Dev Sharma with Ronnie Barden, Jila 
White and the Speaker of Hackney and her consort

Paul and Barbara Smith

THE FLORAL DISPLAYS TOOK EVERYONE’S BREATH AWAY!!
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ANNUAL DINNER

The Lord Lieutenant and Lady Brewer greeting  
Doreen Weatherhead

The Mayor and Mayoress of Barnet

Cllr Lisa 
Rutter and her 
husband Mark

The Lord Mayor of 
Westminster and Consort, 
the Lord Lieutenant and 
Lady Brewer, Lord and Lady 
Hall and Cllr Robert Davis
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Lord and Lady Hall with Cllr Robert Davis
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ANNUAL DINNER

The Lord Lieutenant and Joe Trotter

The Mayor of HarrowCllr Bryan Collier

Cllr Lisa 
Rutter and her 
husband Mark

Helen Watson 
receives a gift 
for organising 
the Dinner
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Barrie Anderson with the Mayor and Mayoress of Wandsworth



Lady Brewer and Cllr Robert Davis The Mayor of Havering

ANNUAL DINNER

The Lord Lieutenant 
receives a silver 
plater from the 
LMA on his 
retirement

The Mayor of Barking & Dagenham with Cllrs Tony Ramsey 
and Jeanne Alexander

Janet Lewis, Cllr Geoffrey Walker and Patricia Arnold

The Mayor and Mayoress of Redbridge
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PORGY & BESS ALFRESCO   

The Mayor and Mayoress of Kingston

Cllr Heather Johnson

Members enjoyed an delightful evening at 
the Open Air Theatre in Regents Park to 

see a magnificent performance of the famous 
Gerswhin musical Porgy and Bess.

Members attending were received with a 
welcome Pimms and then served an excellent 
supper in the Robert Atkins Studio.

The weather remained fine for the duration of 
the evening and members thoroughly enjoyed 
the show which was superbly performed and 
nominated for the best musical revival at the 
Olivier Awards this year.

Cllrs David and Angela Harvey

ANNUAL DINNER
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We had glorious weather for our day out 
at Woolwich. Sixteen Mayors in office 

attended and it took two double decker buses to 
ferry us around.

A full day began with refreshments in the 
Firepower Museum and an inspiring talk from 
its curator Martin Smith of ‘Antiques Roadshow’ 
fame. He enthralled us with stories of the Victoria 
Cross while we stood around the original bronze 
guns from which they have all been made. 

At the parade ground, we had the opportunity to 
experience the recreated first world war trench and 
visit the  Garrison Chapel. It was badly bombed in 
both world wars and has remained a ruin. Diane 
Beatty of the Heritage of London Trust explained 
how the Trust was restoring the wonderful mosaics 
and protecting the remaining parts.

Colonel Hugh Boddington, Chief of Staff then 
addressed us. Following this, we were treated 
to a superb lunch in the officers mess, hosted by 
Major Gerry Porter. 

MILITARY VISIT TO WOOLWICH

Diana Beattie, the Mayor of Merton and Ronnie Barden

Ronnie Barden with the Mayoress of Barnet and the 
Commanding Officer

Members enjoy lunch in the officers mess
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It was then back to the buses for the 
short ride to The Kings Troop where 
a team of four officers led us on a tour. 
We were taken to the stables to see the 
magnificent horses. We were shown the 
gun carriages used for major occasions. 
We were able to talk to the apprentices in 
the tailors shop and see the forge.

The buses took us to the Firepower Museum, 
where we were able to peruse the exhibits at 
our own pace. 

Thanks go to Ronnie Raymond Cox who 
was responsible for arranging the event and 
Debbie Wilkinson and Felicity Cowell from the 
GLRFCA who organised and co-ordinated the 
day with military precision from the outset.

It was a relaxing, informative and enjoyable day 
of which both the military and the LMA can 
be proud.

MILITARY VISIT TO WOOLWICH

Lt Col John Bolton Clark and officers
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Later than usual because of the London 
Borough elections, but now a function on 

the annual calendar, Executive Committee 
members met with the newly installed 
Borough Mayors with their Mayoress or 
Consort at a Reception held in the Lord 
Mayor of Westminster’s Reception rooms.  

Hosted by the new Lord Mayor, 
Cllr Audrey Lewis, and now the new 
President of the LMA, the new Mayors had 
the opportunity in friendly surroundings 
to discuss their new responsibilities and to 
learn of the purpose and function of the 
London Mayors’ Association.  

NEW MAYORS GET-TO-GETHER

The Mayor of Hammersmith & Fulham with her Consort and Lurline Champagnie

The Chairman of Lewisham Council and his wife Sandra

Geri Bone and the Mayor of Ealing
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The Mayor of Barking & Dagenham and her consort
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NEW MAYORS GET-TO-GETHER

The Mayor and Mayoress of Barnet and the Mayor of Lambeth

The Mayor and 
Mayoress of 
Greenwich

Hon Ald Beryl Jeffery with the Mayor of Hillingdon and her Mayoress

In welcoming guests to her Reception 
Rooms the Lord Mayor said how much 
she was looking forward to meeting all her 
fellow Mayors at various functions and 
events throughout their Mayoral year and 
to encourage new Mayors to join the LMA, 
Cllr Robert Davis DL Chairman gave an 
outline of the Association’s activities and 
the various events and functions they could 
become involved as members. Maybe, as a 
result of this encouragement, all the Mayors 
for the year 2014/15 joined the Association. 

The Reception was sponsored by Bob Bone 
and the London New Year’s Day Parade 
and Bob used the opportunity to brief the 
new Mayors all about the Parade.

LMA New Mayors Reception

Geri Bone and the Mayor of Ealing
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Cllr Catherine Rideout and Cllr Bryan Collier
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BILL SMITH – AN OBITUARY 

Bill Smith was an active and leading 
member of the London Mayors’ 

Association for many years and initiated the 
foreign civic visits to a European Capital 
that are now part of the LMA Calendar. 

He served Hammersmith & Fulham as 
council leader from 1968 to 1971 and after 
remained as a councillor for Wormholt 
Ward until 1986 when he lost his seat.   
However,  four years later he was re-elected 
to represent Ravenscourt Ward and  
remained a councillor until 1998.

Bill uniquely served as Mayor of 
Hammersmith & Fulham four times and as 
deputy mayor once from 1978 to 1982. 

He also served 
on the Greater 
London Council 
for two terms 
and was awarded 
an OBE for his 
political work. 

He was a magistrate for about 30 years, 
a director of QPR Football Club and was 
a governor of Latymer Upper School for 
40 years.

Bill died on March 30 aged 96 after a number 
of years in retirement in Eastbourne close to 
his family. He will be greatly missed as a 
stalwart of the London Mayors’ Association.

The Late Bill Smith

Dawn Somper, Barbara and Paul Smith, Stuart Thom and Elizabeth Woods join Cllrs John Hinckly and Jean Lammiman for John and 
Jean’s Ruby Wedding Anniversary celebrations.

RUBY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS



THE NEW LORD LIEUTENANT  

The Queen has appointed Mr Kenneth 
Olisa OBE FBCS FRSA as Her Majesty’s 

Lord-Lieutenant of Greater London to 
succeed Sir David Brewer when he retires 
on 28 May 2015.

Ken Olisa is a businessman and philanthropist, 
the founder of 2 technology merchant banks 
and the first British-born black man to serve as 
a Director of a FTSE-100 company (Reuters).  
He is an advocate of social inclusion, he is 
Chair of Thames Reach, a charity working 
to shelter and resettle the homeless; Chair 
of the Shaw Trust, supporting the disabled 
and chronically unemployed to find work; 
founding Chair of the Powerlist Foundation, 

supporting future 
leaders from BME 
and disadvantaged 
backgrounds; a 
former Governor 
of the Peabody 
Trust; and a former 
N o n - E x e c u t i v e 
Director of the 
West Lambeth NHS Trust. 

Mr Olisa lives in Hampton Wick with his 
wife, Julia. They have 2 grown-up daughters 
and 5 grandchildren.

We look forward to welcoming Mr Olisa at 
future LMA events. 

The Late Bill Smith

Sir David Brewer is retiring as Lord Lieutenant of Greater 
London at the end of May 2015 after a distinguished seven 

years in the post.

We were honoured when Sir David was appointed as he became 
the first member of the London Mayors’ Association to be 
appointed as Lord Lieutenant having served as Lord Mayor of 
London in 2005-2006.

He has been an astute attender of London Mayors’ Association 
events  and  we very much hope that he will continue to join 
us following his retirement.

A major contributor to his success as Lord Lieutenant has been the support of his wife Tessa 
(Lady Brewer) who has also joined Sir David at LMA events.

We presented Sir David and Lady Brewer with gifts from the LMA at the Annual Dinner to 
thank them for their support.

Sir David Brewer
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SIR DAVID BREWER CVO CMG

BILL SMITH – AN OBITUARY 

Ken Olisa



48 PRODUCED BY MANOR GROUP, EASTBOURNE

DEVELOPING IDEAS TO DO 
THINGS BETTER.

USING OUR EXPERTISE TO MAKE 
THEM WORK SUCCESSFULLY.

Proud sponsors of the London Mayors’ 
Association Newsletter

nsl .co.uk   l  where ideas  meet  exper t ise

CONGRATULATIONS - 
GBOLAHAN AYORINDE BRIGHT 
Congratulations to Pastor Gbolahan Ayorinde 

Bright, husband of former Speaker of Hackney 
Cllr Afolasade Bright (2006-7) who was awarded 
an MBE in the 2015 New Year’s Honours List for 
services to education in east London. 

Gbolahan Bright MBE and 
Cllr Afolasade Bright

The London Mayors’ Association is proud 
to announce a new highly improved website.

Please visit www.londonmayors.org.uk to see 
for yourself.

Photo’s of all recent events and visits are available to view (under “Events”)  
and download and are now uploaded within 48 hours of an event or visit.

NEW WEBSITE

Photo’s of all recent events and visits are available to view (under “Events”) 
and download and are now uploaded within 48 hours of an event or visit.




