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SPRINGTIME IN
WASHINGTON DC
The Cherry Blossom Trees
were just about to bloom
when the London Mayors’
Association made its Annual
Foreign Civic Visit to the
American Capital in mid
March.

Cllr Anne Mallinson
and FD Roosevelt’s
dog at the Roosevelt
Memorial

Members outside the Lincoln Memorial

A record breaking sixty six members of
the Association spent five enjoyable days
in both Washington DC and in Richmond
the capital of the neighbouring state of
Virginia.
After the initial lengthy flight and the
traumas of immigration control, members
spent the first night getting to know each

other over an informal supper party in the
Hotel situated close to the White House.
For many this was the first visit to the
United States and their first experience of
Jet Lag. After pulling all the strings
possible, the London Mayors’ Association
was granted a special tour of the White
House. Previously opened to the general
public, since September 11th, it is very
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difficult to get a tour of the White House
but at 7am on the Thursday morning all 66
members of the delegation were queuing
up in single file in alphabetical order with
passports in hand to go through the
extensive security checks before they were
allowed in to the White House. Once in
they were able to stroll through the
stunning state rooms at their own pace.

Springtime in
Helen Watson flies
away on her broom

Hon. Robin Hope-Morley & Cllr Frances Blois in the Mall

The Mayor of Richmond Upon Thames unveils a plaque to commemorate the
fact that Richmond Virginia is named after Richmond Upon Thames with the
Chief Executive and a Council member of Richmond Virginia

Ken Roy from the State Department, John Lebor with Cllrs Maureen &
Richard Hoskins at the Deputy British Ambassador’s Residence

The Members then moved on to the
State Department were they were
privileged to be given a series of briefings
on a variety of international and
environmental matters as well as a
fascinating in depth briefing on security
matters. Thanks go to Ken Roy from the
State Department in Washington who
helped organise the morning activities.
After a light lunch the group were given
a special tour of the Capitol (including
an opportunity to sit in on the House of
Representatives in full session) and a
visit to all the important parts of the
Capitol, led by former Ambassador and
former Congressman Dick Swett. After

Cllr Vanessa Graham enjoying a seafood dinner

Cllr Robert Davis, the Mayor of Washington DC
& the Lord Mayor of Westminster

the Tour members were entertained by
congressman Tom Lantos and Mrs
Marjorie Kraus Chief Operating Officer
of APCO, an international Public Affairs
Company in one of the Reception Rooms
within the Capitol, which various
senators and congressmen attended.
Members then moved on to the Home of
the Deputy British Ambassador (the
Ambassador being out of town during
our visit) who superbly entertained the
London Mayors’ Association to an
evening reception at which many
distinguished guests from the local
American community and from the
Embassy were present.

Carole Franco & Cllr Bob Belam in the
Governor of Virginia’s Executive Mansion

Dinner that night was held in a superb
restaurant yards from the White House
and then after such a long day members
retired early (except those who clinged
to the Hotel bar until the early hours of
the following morning).
Friday morning consisted of sight seeing
including a Tour of Arlington Cemetery
and many of the famous memorials
lining the Mall. Lunch was then
followed by a visit to the District of
Columbia City Hall where members met
the Mayor of Washington DC, Mayor
Anthony Williams. Friday afternoon was
spent touring the American History
Museum part of the Smithsonian

Washington DC
John Bolton Clark & Jenny Bianco
outside the Lincoln Memorial

Cllr Lurline Champagnie
at the memorial
for Eleanor
Roosevelt

The Members on Helen Watson’s bus outside the hotel

The Lord Mayor
of Westminster
& the Mayor of
Richmond,
Virginia (and
former Governor
of Virginia)

Cllr Bryan Colier in the FD Roosevelt Memorial

Cllr Robert Landeryou and Anne
Landeryou outside the Governor of
Virginia’s Executive Mansion

Cllr Maxi Martin & her son Paul Martin
in the Holocaust Museum

Cllr Dev Sharma at the Korean War Memorial

Museum followed by a superb fish buffet
dinner at a riverside restaurant.

oldest Executive Mansion still in use in
America.

Saturday saw the Group travel down to
Richmond, the State Capital of Virginia
where we were greeted by the Mayor (and
former Governor of Virginia), the
Honourable Douglas Wilder. The Mayor
had been the first ever black governor of a
State of America.

Richmond Virginia was named in 1733
by William Boyd II after Richmond
Upon Thames because the view from
Richmond Hill in London of the
meandering Thames below looked so
like the scene in Richmond Virgina with
its own James River.

After meeting the Mayor members
toured the Virginia Historical Society
Museum and enjoyed a sandwich lunch
followed by a Coach Tour of the
historical sites of Richmond. We were
then given an exclusive tour of the
Governor’s private mansion which is the

To commemorate the visit of the Mayor
of Richmond upon Thames a plaque was
unveiled by the Mayor, Cllr Robin Jowit.
After a period for shopping, members
then enjoyed a superb meal at the
Tobacco Company Restaurant where the
size of the portions defeated everyone.

The Mayor of Merton at the Vietnam Memorial

Sunday morning was more leisurely with
visits to various parts of the Smithsonian
Museum and a tour of the Holocaust
Museum before members gathered their
belongings and returned to the Airport
for their overnight flight back to London
and reality.
The trip was extremely successful and
enjoyed by everybody who attended.
Special thanks goes to Bob Bone and his
colleagues who so professionally organised
the logistics of the Tour. Thanks also go to
his colleague Stephanie Chesham Bailes
who accompanied us throughout the trip
and to Powell Johann who organised the
Virginia part of the visit.

ANNUAL DINNER

Master Chef Fang and his Peacock

The guest speaker Dr Wesley Carr KCVO

Natalie Carr & the Chairman

Cllr Nash Ali, Sheila Lyon & Cllr Sheila Peacock

A swan

Former Lord Mayor of London Alderman
Sir Gavyn Arthur with NCP Chief Executive
Bob Macnaughton (sponsor of this newsletter)

The Civic Ambassador of Newham and
the Speaker of Hackney

The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Westminster and the
Mayor and Mayoress of Waltham Forest
The Mayor of Richmond & Joy Manners

T

he
usual
flower table
decorations were
gone as uniquely
and spectacularly, the
centre of the tables for
the
105th
Annual
Dinner were decorated
by hand carved vegetables
and fruit in the shape of flowers,
birds, fish and even an old boot. Master Chef Fang
from Westminster’s Chinatown, spent a week,
carving by hand, hundreds of pieces of fruit and
vegetables to make the fantastic displays that
covered all the tables. Although a food carver for
many years, Master Chef Fang explained that this
was the largest number of pieces he had carved for
one function. The idea came from the Chairman,
Councillor Robert Davis, who saw food carving
on his Summer Cruise through the Baltic. Using
his local connection with the Chinese community
in Soho’s Chinatown he found Master Chef Fang,
who agreed to undertake this mammoth task.

Children of the
Sylvia Young
Theatre School

of Westminster,
the Very Rev. Dr
Wesley Carr (who was
accompanied by his wife
Natalie) who has hosted the London
Mayors’ Association Annual Civic Service in
the Abbey for the past nine years. Wesley retired as
Dean only a few days before the Dinner. On his
retirement, he was honoured by The Queen who
invested him as a Knight of the Royal Victoria
Order. His amusing and fascinating speech was
enjoyed by all the guests.

The Mayor of Kensington & Chelsea and Grania
Nicoll (Lady Mayoress of Westminster designate)

The Chairman, Cllr Robert Davis gave his
annual report on the previous year’s activities
and welcomed all the VIP guests individually.
The Lord Mayor of Westminster also spoke. The
Dinner Guests were again superbly entertained by
the children of the Sylvia Young Theatre School
who rocked and rolled down the aisles between
the guests.

Stephen Bourne, Cllr June Fewtrell & Tony Kerslake
‘take away’ the table decorations

The Dinner was again held at the
Raddison SAS Portman Hotel
in Portman Square in
Central London and was
hosted by our President,
the Lord Mayor of
Westminster, Cllr Tim
Joiner. The Guest of Honour Thanks go to everyone who helped to make the
was the recently retired Dean evening a great success including Helen Watson
and Robert Davis and to the sponsors of the
Roses carved from
a water melon
evening, Vertex and the London Parade.

Former Mayors of Kensington & Chelsea

Annual Secretaries Lunch
It has become traditional for the London Mayors’ Association’s Executive Committee to
entertain the Mayors’ Secretaries and other senior Mayoral support staff to a lunch in the
Lord Mayor of Westminster’s Reception Rooms in Westminster City Hall.
Held this year at the end of January, the luncheon saw the largest attendance of secretaries
and support staff since these lunches started. After a champagne reception, guests enjoyed a
sit down lunch and were able to socialise with each other as well as members of the
Executive Committee. For some Mayoral support staff, this was their first opportunity to
meet their counterparts in other Boroughs or to put faces to names and colleagues they had
only previously spoken to on the phone.
The Lord Mayor and the Chairman, Cllr Robert Davis
both gave speeches thanking the secretaries and support
staff for all the work they do for the Mayoralty in
London, for individual
Mayors and for the
London Mayors’
Association.

Liz Ball (Harrow), Sarah Cooper (Westminster)
and the Lord Mayor of Westminster

Stephanie Nunn
(Newham) and
Cllr Pat Twomey
Sue Gross (Islington) and Elaine Ingram
(Hackney)

Marie McCann (Merton) and Cllr Maxi Martin

Half Yearly Meeting

Michael Chartres, Hon Treasurer

The officers of the London Mayors’ Association

and has attended many events. He
regularly advises the Chairman on
protocol and diplomatic issues and
accordingly the Chairman was
delighted to propose to the General
Meeting that Stanley Martin be made
an Honorary member of the
Following the formalities of the Association. This was agreed
General Meeting, chaired by the Lord unanimously.
Mayor, members enjoyed a very In his speech, Stanley told members
amusing and interesting speech by the that the London Mayors’ Association
Chairman of the Royal Overseas had been designated an affiliate group
of the Royal Overseas League,
League, Stanley Martin.
Stanley is a former First Assistant entitling members of the Association
Marshal of the Diplomatic Corps and to discount membership fees for
Associate Head of the Protocol joining the Royal Overseas League,
Department at the Foreign and which brings with it a right to use the
Commonwealth Office. Since retiring, high quality Club House in Mayfair.
he has been an Extra Gentleman Usher More details are given elsewhere in
to The Queen as well as Protocol this Newsletter.

The guest speaker and new honorary
member Mr Stanley Martin

The newly opened Princess Alexandra
Hall in the Royal Overseas League’s
London Club House was the very
special venue for the Half Yearly
General Meeting of the London
Mayors’ Association which was
attended by over a hundred members.

Consultant to the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and others.
Stanley has also been a keen supporter
of the London Mayors’ Association

Thanks go to the Royal Overseas
League for allowing us to use their
splendidly renovated Hall and to
Helen Watson for organising the event.

The Mayors of Harrow & Barnet

The Mayor of Kensington & Chelsea
and Cllr Pat Twomey

Josie Cherrill , Christine Peters, Sheila Lyon & Cllr Heather Johnson

Boroughs gave the world a wave
London’s boroughs gave the world a
wave – at the landmark New Year’s
Day Parade, backed by the BBC.

THE LET’S HELP
LONDON CHALLENGE
2006
1ST MERTON £6,000
Pleasures of Merton formed the
theme of this extraordinary entry
based on Merton Abbey Mills, a
vibrant cultural entertainment
centre and weekend market.
2nd WESTMINSTER £5,000
A Sixties entry that got the
parade really swinging. The
Beatles, Carnaby Street and
Austin Powers all made guest
appearances.
3rd NEWHAM £4,000
The borough made a real song
and dance of its entry, celebrating
The Brick Lane Music Hall and
its creator, Vincent Hayes.

A global telecast attracted a huge television audience, approaching 200 million – and despite a tube
strike, hundreds of thousands packed the streets of
the West End.
And at the 20th anniversary event everyone was
a winner – the entrants, the spectators and London
as a whole.
Mayoral charities got a bumper boost from the
generous street collection and a good number
picked up parade prizes for their wonderful
entries.
An esteemed panel of international judges –
including the US Ambassador, Robert Holmes
Tuttle, and the Russian Ambassador – had the
tough task of adjudication. Winners of The Let’s
Help London Challenge are featured left.
And there were six Special Prizes awarded –
each earning the recipient’s charity £1,000. These

Special Prize winners were, HAMMERSMITH &
FULHAM, REDBRIDGE, BRENT, RICHMOND,
BARKING & DAGENHAM and SOUTHWARK
Spectators got to have a say too, thanks to the
BBC LONDON 94.9 PEOPLE’S PRIZE.
The winners were:
1st WESTMINSTER – £5,000
2nd NEWHAM – £2,500
3rd SUTTON – £1,500
Bob Bone, Executive Director of the parade,
said: “The LMA plays a vital part in making the
parade such a successful event.
“The fact is that every entry had a fantastic day
out – helping to raise the profile of their borough
and flying the flag for London. It is terrific fun –
there’s no better way to start the year.
“Our main aim for 2007 is that every London
borough participate in our 21st anniversary event.
The world will be watching once more.”

● To secure your borough’s place contact
the parade organisers on 020 8566 8586
www.londonparade.co.uk

AMBASSADORS
DINNER
The Speaker of Hackney
and her escort for the
evening

The Ambassador of
Morocco giving his
speech watched by
the Lord Mayor

T

he diplomatic world was out in
force in December, attending the
annual London Mayors’ Association
Diplomatic Dinner in the Lord Mayor of
Westminster’s Reception Rooms in
Westminster City Hall.

The Belgian Ambassador and William C Smith OBE

Over a hundred guests were entertained
to a buck’s fizz reception followed by a
superb three course meal. Each table was
hosted by a Mayor and joined by an
Ambassador or High Commissioner.

and the former Deputy British
Ambassador to Greece, Mr Andrew
Noble LVO and his wife Helen.
The toast was given by Cllr Ronnie
Raymond Cox and the response, by the
senior
Ambassador
present,
the
Ambassador of Morocco.

The diplomatic guests included the
Ambassadors of Sweden, the Dominican
Republic, Finland, Austria, Morocco,
Belgium, Mexico, Egypt and the High
Commissioners of New Zealand, Cyprus
& Pakistan. Other guests included the
Marshal of the Diplomatic Corps Sir
Anthony Figgis and his wife Lady Figgis

Thanks go to Cllr Ronnie Raymond Cox
who as usual arranged for the diplomats
to attend but who announced his
retirement from this role at the Dinner
and that of his resignation from the
London Mayors’ Association Executive
Committee. Ronnie now wants to spend
more time with his wife Pip following
their move to Camberley. Thanks were
given to him for his work over the past
few years in making this now annual
event such a great success.

The Mayor of Lambeth & her consort

The High Commissioner of Cyprus and the Mayor of Barnet

The Marshal of the Diplomatic Corps and the Chairman

Cllr Ronnie Barden & the Moroccan Ambassador and his wife

The Mayor of Wandsworth & Stephanie Brahams

Cllr Ronnie Raymond Cox welcomes the Diplomatic guests.

American Ambassador’s Reception
Those Members who joined the London
Mayors’ Association trip to Washington
DC were invited just days before they
left for the States, to meet the newly
arrived American Ambassador to the
Court of St. James, Mr Robert Holmes
Tuttle and his wife, at a reception given
by the Ambassador at his stunning
residence in Regent’s Park.
Winfield House occupies twelve and a
half acres of the northwest side of
Regent’s Park and now boasts the second
largest private garden in London after
Buckingham Palace. In 1936 the original
house that stood on this site was partly
destroyed by fire and was subsequently
bought by Barbara Hutton, the worldfamous heiress, who was then only
twenty-four years old.
Married at that time to Count HaugwitzReventlow, Barbara Hutton was so
concerned about threats to kidnap their
son Lance, that they decided to give
up their house near Marble Arch in
London and look for something
bigger and more secure. Three
years earlier she had inherited
some $40 million from her
grandfather, Frank Winfield
Woolworth, founder of the
Woolworth store chain. Friends
suggested this site might be just
right for the kind of home
Barbara Hutton was seeking.
Impressed by the peace and security of

Cllr Ronnie Barden, Cllr Inder Singh Jamu, Cllr Bryan Collier,
Cllr Marie Collier & Colin Ormsby

The Ambassador’s wife, Mrs Tuttle and Rosemarie Barden

the grounds, she decided to buy and in
August 1936 the Crown Estate
Commission gave permission for the old
white stucco Regency villa to be pulled
down and a red brick Georgian style
house built in its place.
In 1939, with World War II about to
erupt and her marriage to Count
Reventlow ending, Barbara Hutton
returned to America. Winfield House
was commandeered and used by an RAF
barrage balloon unit. The windows were
boarded up and balloons festooned the
gardens.
A year after the war ended, Barbara
Hutton came back to visit Winfield

House. She found buckled floorboards, peeling walls, broken windows
and dangling wires. The next day she
telephoned her New York lawyer and
told him she wanted to give the house
to the U.S. Government to be repaired
and used as the official residence of the
American Ambassador to the Court of
St. James’s. Her “most generous and
patriotic offer” was accepted in a
personal letter from President Harry
Truman. For the token price of an
American dollar, Winfield House
passed
into
official
American
ownership.
Winfield House is unique among
American residences in that not only was
it originally a gift to U.S. Government
but it has since been showered with
riches in the form of antique furniture,
paintings, porcelain, china, glass,
chandeliers, objets d’art.

The Chairman with the Ambassador & Mrs Tuttle

After a talk in the Chinese
Drawing Room from the
Ambassador about what to
expect on our trip, members
mingled with senior diplomats
from the Embassy and looked
around the amazing house. A
truly awe inspiring start to our
2006 Annual Civic Foreign Visit
and a taste of the hospitality
awaiting for us on the other side
of the Atlantic.
(Photos courtesy of Ronnie Barden)

Cllr Dev and Sushil Sharma examine a book in the Library

John & Rose Lebor with a diplomat from the Embassy

Cllr Lurline Champagnie, Sue and Anthony Polydorou enjoy
the canapes

The Ambassador, Rona Shaw, the Lord Mayor and Mrs Tuttle

THE LONDON MAYORS’ ANNUAL WALK
The Mayor of
Waltham Forest
has his jabot
straightened

The 2005 Mayors Walk starting its way from Highgate Hill.

The annual walk in the footsteps of Dick Whittington from Highgate Hill to
Mansion House was re-enacted in April when most of this year’s Mayors and an
entourage of London Mayors’ Association members and supporters succeeded in
reaching Mansion House within a reasonable time where the Lord Mayor of
London handed out certificates and walkers enjoyed a light but refreshing lunch.
The walk itself was led by the Lord Mayors of London and Westminster
followed closely behind by the Sheriffs and the other Mayors, stopping only at
the half way point for a well earned pint.
(From the 2005 Walk) The then
Lord Mayor of London Alderman
Sir Michael Savory, enjoys a
refreshing break with the then
Mayor of Islington

Thanks goes to Graham Holland and
his wife Margaret for organising the
event and to the Whittington
Hospital who arranged a warming
and welcoming breakfast before the
walk started.
Photos from the 2006 Walk will
appear in the next newsletter as this
Edition of the Newsletter went to
press too early.

The Mayor of Southwark is greeted by Cllr Peter Gardner

The Royal Over-Seas League
The Royal Over-Seas League
offers a special scheme to
members of the London
Mayors’ Association under
which they can become
members of the League at a
specially
reduced
annual
subscription, paying only 50%
of the entrance fee, and
without the need to provide a
proposer and seconder.
The League has splendid clubhouses in
London and Edinburgh. The London
headquarters and clubhouse (shown
here) is a fine period property adjoining
Green Park in the heart of the West End,
offers members a garden, buttery,
restaurant, bar, gracious drawing rooms,
80 bedrooms and reception rooms.
In Edinburgh, at 100 Princes Street,
directly opposite and with unrestricted
views of Edinburgh Castle, members can
enjoy the superb facilities at the League’s
Scottish clubhouse.

With a long history of
international friendship, new
members can be assured of a
very warm welcome.
The 2006 membership subscriptions are: £217 plus a
joining fee £56 for those
living within a 50-mile radius
of central London; and £116
plus a joining fee of £31 for
country
members
living
outside the 50-mile radius from London.

The Mayor of Kingston Upon Thames with his entourage

If you wish to take up this offer of
membership of the Royal Over-Seas
League, an application form can be
obtained from:
The Membership Secretary, Royal OverSeas League, Over-Seas House, Park
Place, St James’s Street, London SW1A
1LR, UK. Tel: 020 7408 0214, Fax: 020
7499 6738. E-mail: fvanicek@rosl.org.uk.
Mention your membership of the London
Mayors’ Association.

The Lord Mayor, Raine Countess Spencer and Peter Moore,
the London Town Crier

The Civic Service

VISIT TO THE NATIONAL
ARMY MUSEUM

The bells of Westminster Abbey rang out as a series of Mayoral
limousines swung into Deans Yard within the Abbey precinct on a
Sunday afternoon in October to herald the Annual London Mayors’
Association Civic Service.

By Cllr Doreen Weatherhead

Led by the Chairman of the Greater London Assembly, Baroness
Hamwee, the Mayors of each of the London Boroughs processed in full
civic state. Attended by their macebearer carrying the Borough Mace,
they were led though the Abbey grounds to the Great West Door of the
Abbey where they were received by the Lord Mayor of Westminster as
Deputy High Steward of the Abbey and members of the Abbey Chapter.
The service comprised a beautiful evensong sung by the superb Abbey
Choir and Lessons read by the Lord Mayor and the Lord Lieutenant. The
interesting and relevant Sermon was given by Canon Robert Reiss.
After the Service, members retired to the Great Hall of Westminster
School (courtesy of the Head Master), where they enjoyed a reception of
wine and afternoon sandwiches and cakes. Speeches were given at the
Reception by the Sub Dean and the Speaker’s Chaplain Canon Robert
Wright, the Lord Mayor and the Chairman Cllr Robert Davis.

In October thirty members and friends paid a most enjoyable
visit to the National Army Museum in Chelsea. The visit began
with a short talk by Julian Farrance telling us the history of
the Army’s uniforms and early weaponry. Julian was so
interesting that the talk continued for longer than anticipated
with most of us inspecting the uniforms and rifles he was
demonstrating and there were lots of questions to him.
We then started our tour, seeing the history of the Army
through the years, and everyone wandered around, studying
those exhibits which interested them most. These included
pieces of previous engagements over the years, with replica
uniforms and many photographs including of course a large
amount of material from World War II. There is also a most
impressive collection of medals from all ranks, Privates to
Field Marshals, and of many military engagements.
After the tour, we had a splendid tea and we were delighted
that Julian and the Director Mr. Alan Guy, were able to join us,
especially as Alan Guy had served as Mayor’s Consort to the
Mayor of Merton, when his wife was Mayor, so he felt quite at
home and was pleased that we had come to his Museum.

London
Mayors’Association

Gifts

The new London Mayors’ Association range of gifts is still
available for Members to purchase. The range includes two
styles for cufflinks, lapel pins and brooches. They can be
purchased either as a cut-out of the full coat of arms or as a
shield. The Lapel pins can also be purchased either with a
single straight pin and clasp at the rear (to go through a lapel
hole and fastened at the back) or with a safety pin clasp at the
rear (ie affixed like a brooch). New style Ties are also available
in blue, red, green and yellow.
Cufflinks
Brooches

£ 20.00
£ 7.50

Badges
Ties

£ 5.00
£ 20.00

Old Style Ties
A number of the old style Ties are still available in Red, Blue
& Green. They are narrower than the new style ties and just
have a single coat of arms at the top of the tie when worn.
These are available at £5.00 each.

The Procession of Mayors

New London Mayors’
Association Shields for sale

The impressive new London
Mayors’ Association Shield

The London Mayors’ Association crest mounted on a wooden
plaque to hang on the wall is now available to buy. The shields
are £40.00 each. They are very impressive hung above the
fireplace at home.
The Mayor of Merton being chained up

The Mayor of Wandsworth

Orders for all the above can be made using the enclosed order
form or by contacting Cllr Robert Davis at 8 Bentinck Street
London W1U 2BJ (020 7486 9041).

Forthcoming Events
Conference for new Mayors
It has been decided to host a
conference on Saturday 3 June 2006 at
Westminster City Hall, to brief newly
installed Mayors on the role of being
Mayor and to enable Mayors to give tips
on how to be an effective leader of your
local community. For details contact
Cllr Ronnie Barden on 020 8989 3929.
Other Events
Please see inserts for details of other
forthcoming events. Details of events
including the Annual General Meeting
in July (date to be confirmed) will be
sent to all members in the Summer.

LONDON MAYORS’ MASONIC LODGE
There is a London Mayors’ Masonic
Lodge which was formed in 1911 in
order that Mayors and Past Mayors of
London Borough could meet and where
the discussion of politics and religion was
not permitted. That rule still holds good
and the Lodge, although it now has an
open membership and with four past
Mayors still in active membership,
continues to meet regularly in
Freemasons Hall and dines together after
the meeting. If you would like further
details, please contact Cllr Albert Kanjee
on 01494 873707 or Malcolm Hall on
0208 857 6286.
Local Elections
Most members of the London Mayors’
Association have been heavily involved in
the local Elections in London. Some

members will have been re-elected,
others will have retired after many years
of loyal and dedicated service to their
Borough whilst others will have sought
election but found the electorate
preferred another candidate.
What ever happened to you, the London
Mayors’ Association will always be there
for you to meet up with friends and
former colleagues. If you have more time
on your hands after years of back to back
council meetings, consider getting more
involved with the London Mayors’
Association.
If you are no longer a councillor, please
let Helen Watson know (020 8788 9656
or helenm.watson@tiscali.co.uk) so she
can amend our database and ensure that
future correspondence is correctly
addressed.

The Eleventh of the Eleventh
Ten years ago, Brian Basham a leading
Public Affairs Consultant used his
connections with the national media to
restore a two minutes silence at 11am on the
eleventh day of November and not just on
Remembrance Sunday. In 2005, working
with the Lord Mayor of London and our
Chairman, Cllr Robert Davis, Brian and the
London Mayors’ Association went one stage
further by encouraging each of the London
Mayors to stage a two minutes silence at
11am on Friday 11th November.

On the day itself, most of the London
Mayors were involved in an appropriate
ceremony whilst several arranged for a
maroon to be fired. In Westminster, the
Lord Mayor accompanied by our
Chairman Cllr Robert Davis and Brian
Basham and his wife, attended a moving
ceremony at the barracks of the Kings’s
Troop in St. John’s Wood where the entire
company stood to attention as the Lord
Mayor fired a cannon at 11am.

This time in order to remind the local
community of the time, Brian persuaded
many of the Mayors to set off a maroon.
With the support of the Chairman of the
Inter-Continental Hotel Group, Mayors were
invited to a lunch at the Inter-Continental
Hotel on Park Lane and encouraged (over an
excellent lunch) to participate.

In 2006, the 11th day of November falls on
the same day as the Lord Mayor of London’s
Show and so all Mayors will be outside the
Mansion House at 11am. In 2007 the 11th
of November is a Sunday but it is hoped that
in 2008 the new tradition will be repeated
throughout London and other parts of the
Country.

The Lord Mayor fires the 11am gun salute at the
King’s Troop’s Barracks

The Lord Mayor of Westminster, his escort and
Mr & Mrs Brian Basham

NCP celebrates its 75th anniversary this year,
and are delighted to support the London Mayors’ Association.
We first began operating in the capital in 1931
and are now one of London's major employers,
with car parks throughout the 33 boroughs,
and provision of parking management services
to 11 London local authorities.

This newsletter is sponsored by:

21 Bryanston Street, Marble Arch, London W1H 7AB

